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Tracy Beattie – Principal/directrice    Carroll Glidden  – Assistant Principal/directrice adjointe  

Principal’s Message 

I hope that everyone had a relaxing and rejuvenating Family Day long weekend.  It was great that families had 
the opportunity to combine this already long weekend with the days off for Teachers’ Convention.  Although the 
weather did not cooperate with any outdoor activities, I hope you had a chance to spend some quality time 
together with your family.   

It is my pleasure to welcome two new staff members to our École Sifton School team.  First of all welcome to M. 
Yvetaud Vercellawho is currently filling in for a leave in our French Immersion grade five classroom.  M. Vercella 
has many years of experience teaching various different grades in French Immersion.  Welcome also to Felix 
Fandohwho has joined our staff to provide French language support.  This extra assistance comes directly from 
the Alberta Government Odyssey program.  Felix is an Assistant Lecturer of French and Applied Linguistics at 
Augustana University.  We are excited to have both of them join our staff and look forward to working with them 
over the next few months.  

I would like to thank Mrs. Barclay, Mrs. Grant and all of our staff for making our recent Literacy Week a huge 
success.  Throughout the week our students had the opportunity to engage in a variety of activities including 
watching recordings of staff reading their favorite books, dressing up as book characters, participating in pajama 
day and  in our school wide read along via a Google Meet.  We ended the week celebrating our students’ 
success with showing their ROAR with our monthly draws.  Congratulations to all of our winners and to all our 
students who were recognized for showing their ROAR in January.  

This past week our teaching staff demonstrated their own commitment to lifelong learning by participating in our 
annual Teachers’ Convention.  Although the format was very different from what we have experienced in the 
past, I have heard great feedback regarding the sessions that were available and the ability to adapt schedules to 
participate in many more sessions of interest.  This week our Learning Commons Facilitator and Educational 
Assistants will also have this opportunity for professional development as they participate in a support staff 
conference on Thursday.  We know that they are also looking forward to the opportunity to attend sessions to 
build their capacity in areas related to their assignment.  

Although our staff and students were anxiously awaiting Carnival to start this week, the cold weather has made it 
necessary for us to reschedule it to next week, Feb 22nd to 26th.  The weather for the coming weeks looks like it 
will be a great improvement and will ensure our outside activities are much more enjoyable.  The entire week 
looks to be an exciting one at École Sifton School as Carnival activities will start on Monday and continue each 
day of the week. Classes will have the opportunity to participate in a variety of activities such as sledding, 
snowshoeing, hockey and making bracelets to name just a few.   Thank you to Mme Bird, Maisonneuve and Jutai 
for your help in organizing events and to all our staff for their hard work in making this great week of learning and 
fun possible for our students.    

We also look forward to participating in Pink Shirt Day next week on Wednesday, February 24th.  We encourage 
all staff and students to wear pink on that day to stand up against bullying.  Classes will participate in a variety of 
activities to promote anti-bullying on that day.   

As part of our school safety plan, all students and staff will participate in a theoretical Lock Down drill on 
Tuesday, February 23rd.  Due to Covid-19 restrictions, this drill will look very different than in previous years but it 
will give classes the opportunity to discuss what they would do if the school needed to activate a lock 
down.  Parents received a letter regarding lockdown drills earlier this year but if you have any additional 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at the school.  

Plans are already underway for the upcoming school year.  Mrs. Glidden and I will be meeting with senior 
leadership at BRSD  this week to discuss staffing for the fall.  In the next few months we will be able to finalize 
plans regarding class assignments and timetables for the coming school year.  

During our recent cold weather, it was necessary to change some procedures that regularly occur at the 
school.  While we had extreme cold weather warnings were in effect, the school doors were opened earlier to 
ensure that students who arrived earlier than 8:15 were not left outside too long.  Covid 19 restrictions made it 
necessary for students to continue to use their regular entrance in the morning and not come in the front doors as 
has been the case in the past.  Now that our weather has warmed up we want to remind families that our doors 
are closed until 8:15 and that there is no outdoor supervision on the school grounds in the morning.  This is the 
case also at the end of the day.  Once students are dismissed they need to head directly home and not linger on 
the school grounds.  Thank you for your assistance with this and keeping all our students safe at school. 
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Important Dates 

Feb 22-26 Carnaval d’hiver Activities at School  

Feb 24 - Pink Shirt Day   

Mar 4   - Early Dismissal at 2:05  

Mar 29-Apr 5  - Spring Break  

Apr 6  - School Picture Day  

Apr 7 - Picture Day for M/W Kindergarten Classes 

Apr 8 - Early Dismissal at 2:05 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellness Packs from the BRSD Mental Health 

Capacity Building Team 

K-2 February Wellness Pack  

Gr 3-4 February Wellness Pack  

Gr 5-6 February Wellness Packs 

  

Make sure you are completing 

the Student Daily COVID-19 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tdBlfVXTz8dLK7AzOSyfmhzcAsDCB-hY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14yE1obnQnqAsoGSVRYYq_xRIHJ2g2SCM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bMfXTG-K8j_8duf7O1h-w0uE240pvq7o/view?usp=sharing
https://www.brsd.ab.ca/download/287801


 

Interested in French Immersion 

for your student? Kindergarten 

and Grade 1 are entry points for 

French Immersion at Sifton.  

Click on the PDF’s below for more 

information on French Immersion from 

Alberta Education . 

 

 

 

  

https://education.alberta.ca/media/1477200/handbookfrimmkindergarten.pdf
https://education.alberta.ca/media/563591/yesyoucanhelp.pdf


 

January 2021  

ROAR Winners  

Great job showing our ROAR this month Sifton! 



 

Kindergarten Classes that attend on Monday and Wednesday’s will 

have picture day on Wednesday, April 7.  



 



 

The 2021-2022 School Calendar colour version is below and the 

black and white version is on the following page.  They are also 

available on brsd.ab.ca 



 


